
PRAIRIE-HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 144 
CURRICULUM MAP 4TH GRADE– SOCIAL STUDIES  

4TH GRADE:  QUARTER 1         2017 
STANDARD Performance Outcomes Instructional Resources Assessments 

Human-Environment Interaction: 
Place, Regions and Culture 

SS.G.2.4: Analyze how the cultural 
and environmental characteristics 

of places in Illinois change over 
time. 

 

Perspectives  
SS.H.1.4: Explain connections 

among historical contexts and why 
individuals and groups differed in 

their perspectives during the same 
historical period. 

 

 Historical Sources and Evidence 
SS.H.2.4: Using artifacts and 

primary sources, investigate how 
individuals contributed to and the 

founding and development of 
Illinois. 

 

 Causation and Argumentation 
SS.H.3.4: Explain probable causes 

and effects of events and 
developments in Illinois history. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Geographical Formation and Mammals 
Students will be introduced to Studies Weekly and will 

learn how to navigate the magazine. Students will learn 
about the Age of Reptiles as a time when Illinois was 

under seawater. Students will learn about Illinois’ state 
fossil, the Tully monster. Students will learn that the area 

is too young for dinosaurs but that the area has lots of 
mammal fossils.  

Illinois' Glacier and Regions 
Students will study will study the Ice Age and the effects 
of glaciers on the United States, specifically examining 
Illinois and the animals that subsequently lived here. 

They will also study the geography of Illinois, the 
landmass of Pangaea and tectonic plates. Students will 

be introduced to lines of longitude and latitude by 
locating Illinois on a globe.  

Illinois' Waterways 
Students will read a story about an American Indian girl 
from Illinois. Students will study the waterways of Illinois. 

They will learn how the Great Lakes were formed. 
Students will also study the importance of the 

Mississippi River and they will locate some of Illinois’ 
major rivers on a map.  

Weather / Climate 
Students will study the weather and climate of Illinois. 

They will contrast climate and weather and describe the 
differences. They will learn about Illinois’ variable 
weather conditions and will think about how to be 

prepared for a sudden change in weather. Students will 
also learn about the job of a weather person and the 

components of weather.  

 

Studies Weekly 
Weeks: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

 

 

 Test 

 Hands-on 
activities 

 Informal/formal 
Assessments 

 Observations  

 

 

 



PRAIRIE-HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 144 
CURRICULUM MAP 4TH GRADE– SOCIAL STUDIES  

4TH GRADE:  QUARTER 1 (CONTINUED)        2017 
STANDARD Performance Outcomes Instructional Resources Assessments 

Participation and Deliberation: 
Applying Civic Virtues and 

Democratic Processes  
SS.CV.3.4: Identify core civic 

virtues (such as honesty, mutual 
respect, cooperation, and 
attentiveness to multiple 

perspectives) and democratic 
principles (such as equality, 

freedom, liberty, and respect for 
individual rights) that guide our 

state and nation. 
 
 

 

The Mound Builders 
Students will study the culture of the Hopewell tribe of 

Illinois. They will also study the culture of the Mississippi 
tribe and the period of Illinois history called the 

Woodland Era. Students will learn about the mounds 
built by the Mississippians and will think about the 

reasons why the tribe may have built them.  

Historic American Indians 
Students will learn about Beringia and the hunters that 
first came to what is now the U.S. Students will learn 
that these hunters are called Paleo Indians. They will 

also learn about the cultures of the tribes of Illinois 
before Europeans settlers came. Students will learn 

about the different American Indian tribes that inhabited 
different regions of Illinois.  

The Illini Confederation 
Students will read a narrative to learn about Illini 

American Indians. They will also learn about the Illini 
Alliance. Students will study characteristics of the tribe 

such as family history, the housing they had, the type of 
wild game they hunted, and the things they crafted, such 

as pottery and canoes. 

Studies Weekly (Continued) 
Weeks: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

 

 

 Test 

 Hands-on 
activities 

 Informal/formal 
Assessments 
Observations  

Inquiry Skills 
Constructing Essential Questions SS.IS.1.3-5: Develop essential questions and explain the importance of the questions to self and others.  
Constructing Supporting Questions SS.IS.2.3-5: Create supporting questions to help answer essential questions in an inquiry. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



PRAIRIE-HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 144 
CURRICULUM MAP 4TH GRADE– SOCIAL STUDIES  

4TH GRADE:  QUARTER 2         2017 
STANDARD Performance Outcomes Instructional Resources Assessments 

Human-Environment Interaction: 
Place, Regions and Culture 

SS.G.2.4: Analyze how the cultural 
and environmental characteristics 

of places in Illinois change over 
time. 

 

Perspectives  
SS.H.1.4: Explain connections 

among historical contexts and why 
individuals and groups differed in 

their perspectives during the same 
historical period. 

 
Causation and Argumentation 

SS.H.3.4: Explain probable causes 
and effects of events and 

developments in Illinois history. 
 

Participation and Deliberation: 
Applying Civic Virtues and 

Democratic Processes  
SS.CV.3.4: Identify core civic 

virtues (such as honesty, mutual 
respect, cooperation, and 
attentiveness to multiple 

perspectives) and democratic 
principles (such as equality, 

freedom, liberty, and respect for 
individual rights) that guide our 

state and nation. 
 

Other Tribes Move In 
Students will learn about interactions between two 

American Indian tribes, the Illini and the Iroquois. They 
will study the culture of the Iroquois. Students will learn 

how they Iroquois influenced the Illini. 

Early European Explorers 
Students will study the first explorers who came to 

Illinois. They will learn that these explorers wanted to 
trap and trade furs. Students will learn that LaSalle 
discovered Illinois. They will also learn about the 

expeditions of De Soto, Jolliet and Marquette. Students 
will learn about what life was like in the forts of the 

traders.  

The French and Indian War / Pontiac's Rebellion 
Students will learn about the many conflicts among the 
British, French and American Indians. They will learn 
about the alliance created between American Indians 
and the French to fight against the British and other 

American Indian tribes.  

Trouble with England 
Students will learn about the Boston Tea Party and the 

reasons behind it. Students will study the events that led 
up to the war that Illinois would be a part of. They will 

also learn about the First Continental Congress and the 
important men involved.  

American Revolution / George Rogers Clark 
Students will learn about surveyor George Rogers Clark 
and the role he played in fighting the British. They will 
learn about both Illinois and Indiana in the American 

Revolution. Students will study the treaties that sought 
to bring peace in our new nation.  

 

Studies Weekly 
Weeks: 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 

14 

 

 

 Test 

 Hands-on 
activities 

 Informal/formal 
Assessments 

 Observations  

 

 



PRAIRIE-HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 144 
CURRICULUM MAP 4TH GRADE– SOCIAL STUDIES  

4TH GRADE:  QUARTER 2 (CONTINUED)        2017 
STANDARD Performance Outcomes Instructional Resources Assessments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northwest Territory is Formed 
Students will learn how the Northwest Territory was 
created after the United States defeated the British. 

They will learn how pioneers moved west in Conestoga 
wagons. Students will also learn about the Battle of 

Fallen Timbers. 

War of 1812 / Black Hawk 
Students will learn about the Sauk tribe and its important 
leader, Black Hawk. Students will study how the War of 
1812 began. Students will learn about conflict in Illinois, 
including the massacre at Fort Dearborn. Students will 
learn about Jean Baptiste Point du Sable as the first 

black man to settle in Chicago. 

Studies Weekly (Continued) 

Weeks: 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 

14 

 
 

 Test 

 Hands-on 
activities 

 Informal/formal 
Assessments 

 Observations  

Inquiry Skills 
Determining Helpful Sources SS.IS.3.3-5: Determine sources representing multiple points of view that will assist in answering essential questions 
Gathering and Evaluating Sources SS.IS.4.3-5.: Gather relevant information and distinguish among fact and opinion to determine credibility of 
multiple sources. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



PRAIRIE-HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 144 
CURRICULUM MAP 4TH GRADE– SOCIAL STUDIES  

4TH GRADE:  QUARTER 3         2017 
STANDARD Performance Outcomes Instructional Resources Assessments 

Human-Environment Interaction: 
Place, Regions and Culture 

SS.G.2.4: Analyze how the cultural 
and environmental characteristics 

of places in Illinois change over 
time. 

 
Human Population  

SS.G.3.4: Describe some of the 
current movements of goods, 

people, jobs, or information to, 
from, or within Illinois, and explain 

reasons for the movements. 
 

Perspectives 
SS.H.1.4: Explain connections 
among historical contexts and why 
individuals and groups differed in 
their perspectives during the same 
historical period.  
 

Historical Sources and Evidence 
SS.H.2.4: Using artifacts and 

primary sources, investigate how 
individuals contributed to and the 

founding and development of 
Illinois. 

 
Causation and Argumentation 

SS.H.3.4: Explain probable causes 
and effects of events and 

developments in Illinois history. 
 

 

Statehood at Last! 
Students will learn about Illinois’ statehood in 1818. 

They will study the important role of Daniel Pope Cook 
in achieving statehood. They will also learn about 

Shadrach Bond, Illinois’ first governor. Students will read 
about an Illinois legend, the Curse of Kaskaskia.  

Pioneer Life 
Students will study what life was like for pioneers. 

Students will study how cabins were built and what they 
were like. Students will also learn about pioneers’ 

chores and what they did for fun. They will read a story 
about a traveling minister named Preacher Dan.  

Transportation in Illinois 
Students will read about the legend of Casey Jones. 
Students will study travel on the rivers of Illinois by 

flatboat, keel boat and steamboat. They will learn how 
the railroad came to Illinois. Students will also learn 

about trails created by American Indians that settlers 
often used to explore the wilderness of Illinois. They will 
study how these trails evolved into permanent roads.  

Illinois and the Civil War 
Students will learn how the hard work of Mary Ann 

Bickerdyke improved conditions for wounded soldiers. 
Students will study how the Civil War began. They will 
learn about learn about Jennie Hogders, who dressed 
as a man and fought bravely in the Civil War. Students 

will be introduced to the Underground Railroad and how 
slavery began in America. 

The Lincoln Legacy 
Students will study the life of Abraham Lincoln. They will 

learn that Lincoln was a great lawyer in Springfield. 
Students will learn about Lincoln’s family and his race 

against Stephen Douglas for the U.S. Senate.  

 

Studies Weekly 
Weeks: 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

20, 21 

 

 

 Test 

 Hands-on 
activities 

 Informal/formal 
Assessments 

 Observations  

 



PRAIRIE-HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 144 
CURRICULUM MAP 4TH GRADE– SOCIAL STUDIES  

4TH GRADE:  QUARTER 3 (CONTINUED)       2017 
STANDARD Performance Outcomes Instructional Resources Assessments 

Civic and Political Institutions 
SS.CV.1.4: Distinguish the 

responsibilities and powers of 
government officials at the local, 

state, and national levels.  
SS.CV.2.4: Explain how a 

democracy relies on people’s 
responsible participation, and 

draw implications for how 
individuals should participate.  

 
Participation and Deliberation: 

Applying Civic Virtues and 
Democratic Processes  

SS.CV.3.4: Identify core civic 
virtues (such as honesty, mutual 

respect, cooperation, and 
attentiveness to multiple 

perspectives) and democratic 
principles (such as equality, 

freedom, liberty, and respect for 
individual rights) that guide our 

state and nation. 
 

 Processes, Rules and Laws 
SS.CV.4.4: Explain how rules and 

laws change society and how 
people change rules and laws in 

Illinois. 
 

Illinois State Government 
Students will read a story to compare the life they lead 

to those of children who experienced child labor. 
Students will study the three branches of government 

and will learn the responsibilities of each. They will learn 
about Illinois’ state capitol building in Springfield and the 

important jobs that are conducted out of the capitol.  

Land of Many Cultures / Great Chicago Fire 
Students will study the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. 

Students will learn about Chicago today and will learn 
about some of its great features. Students will learn 

about the Field Museum, the John G. Shedd Aquarium 
and the Willis Tower. 

 

  

Studies Weekly (Continued) 

Weeks: 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

20, 21 

 
 

 Test 

 Hands-on 
activities 

 Informal/formal 
Assessments 

 Observations  

Inquiry Skills 
Developing Claims and Using Evidence SS.IS.5.3-5: Develop claims using evidence from multiple sources to answer essential questions. 
Communicating Conclusions SS.IS.6.3-5: Construct and critique arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details from multiple 
sources. 

 



PRAIRIE-HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 144 
CURRICULUM MAP 4TH GRADE– SOCIAL STUDIES  

4TH GRADE:  QUARTER 4         2017 
STANDARD Performance Outcomes Instructional Resources Assessments 

Human-Environment Interaction: 
Place, Regions and Culture 

SS.G.2.4: Analyze how the cultural 
and environmental characteristics 

of places in Illinois change over 
time. 

 
 Human Population  

SS.G.3.4: Describe some of the 
current movements of goods, 

people, jobs, or information to, 
from, or within Illinois, and explain 

reasons for the movements. 
 

Perspectives  
SS.H.1.4: Explain connections 

among historical contexts and why 
individuals and groups differed in 

their perspectives during the same 
historical period.  

 
Historical Sources and Evidence 

SS.H.2.4: Using artifacts and 
primary sources, investigate how 
individuals contributed to and the 

founding and development of 
Illinois.  

 
Causation and Argumentation 

SS.H.3.4: Explain probable causes 
and effects of events and 

developments in Illinois history. 
 

 

Immigration in Illinois 
Students will learn about the importance of Susan B. 

Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton in earning the right 
to vote for women. Students will learn about Ellis Island 

and the many immigrants who came to the U.S. 
Students will learn about the special contributions 
immigrants bring to Illinois. Students will also learn 

about the American Indians who live in Illinois and still 
remember and celebrate their heritage.  

Farming / Education / Religion 
Students will learn about Charles Duryea’s “motor 

wagon.” They will also study farming in Illinois of the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Students will 
learn that the inventions of Cyrus McCormick and John 
Deere improved farming in Illinois. They will also learn 

that laws passed during this time made working 
conditions better for all.  

WWI / Great Depression / WWII 
Students will learn what life was life in the Roaring 

Twenties. They will learn about the events that led to the 
Great Depression. Students will be introduced to 

Prohibition. Students will study the World Wars and the 
hard-working women back home that kept the nation 

going while men were at war. 

Industry / Inventions / Discoveries  
Students will learn about the franchise of McDonald’s as 

entrepreneurship in Illinois. Students will study 
manufacturing in Illinois. Students will define capital 

good and entrepreneurship. They will learn about some 
famous companies based out of Illinois.  

 

 

 

Studies Weekly 
Weeks: 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 

27, 28 

 

 

 Test 

 Hands-on 
activities 

 Informal/formal 
Assessments 

 Observations  

 



PRAIRIE-HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 144 
CURRICULUM MAP 4TH GRADE– SOCIAL STUDIES  

4TH GRADE:  QUARTER 4 (CONTINUED)       2017 
STANDARD Performance Outcomes Instructional Resources Assessments 

Participation and Deliberation: 
Applying Civic Virtues and 

Democratic Processes  
SS.CV.3.4: Identify core civic 

virtues (such as honesty, mutual 
respect, cooperation, and 
attentiveness to multiple 

perspectives) and democratic 
principles (such as equality, 

freedom, liberty, and respect for 
individual rights) that guide our 

state and nation.  
 

Processes, Rules and Laws  
SS.CV.4.4: Explain how rules and 

laws change society and how 
people change rules and laws in 

Illinois. 
 

Economic Decision Making 
SS.EC.1.4: Explain how profits 
reward and influence sellers.  

 
Exchange and Markets  

SS.EC. 2.4: Describe how goods 
and services are produced using 

human, natural, and capital 
resources (e.g. tools and 

machines). 
 

Great Illinois Women 
Students will learn about some of Illinois’ great women, 

including Carol Moseley-Braun, Jane Byrne and Dorothy 
Hamill. Students will also study Jane Addams’ Hull 

House, writer Gwendolyn Brooks and Dr. Mae Jemison, 
the first black woman in space.  

Great Illinois Men 
Students will study Chicago native Walt Disney. 

Students will study writers Ernest Hemmingway, Ray 
Bradbury and Carl Sandburg. Students will also learn 
about men of the Wild West, such as Wyatt Earp, Wild 
Bill Hickok and Bat Masterson. They will also study four 

astronauts from Chicago and men in politics and the 
arts.  

Illinois Sports / Recreation 
Students will study Illinois’ great hiking. They will also 

learn about famous sports teams and athletes of Illinois. 

 

  

Studies Weekly (Continued) 

Weeks: 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 

27, 28 

 
 

 Test 

 Hands-on 
activities 

 Informal/formal 
Assessments 

 Observations  

Inquiry Skills 
Critiquing Conclusions SS.IS.7.3-5: Identify a range of local problems and some ways in which people are trying to address these problems. 
Taking Informed Action SS.IS.8.3-5: Use listening, consensus building, and voting procedures to decide on and take action in their classroom and 
school. 

 


